- er 
> Ihe 


E R M A N 


| PREACHED 


% 


| Pariſh Church of St. CATHARINE OREE, 


4 


4 


„ „ 


oO 


By RICHARD PENNECKR, NM. 


vos. 


Printed in the Year MDCCLx11. 


2 -th:; 4 - 3 8 Re Ee * 8 — 4 Pl ; - 
or ft. ͤK˙6¾—ꝛ1o ˙1Ü— y OG abc Coat: 4 Fig oF 
————— us EO LO 1 . ˙ A antonio. 2 3 £2. 
Hf Z *4 = 8 8 3 - _ ” 


wh 


N 


, 


To the RIGHT HoNoURABLE 


F R A . 1 8 


EARL OF 


GODOLPHIN, Ke. 


MY LORD, 
HE preſent Publication derives its 
Source from your Lordſhip's Bene- 


volence. In Deſpair of ever preſenting 
an Offering worthy of your Lordſhip's 


Acceptance, I ſeize the preſent Occaſion, 
happy, if it ſerve in any Degree to expreſs 
the Sentiments of Gratitude with which 


my Heart overflows. 


IN meditating on the Obligations; which 
we owe to the Almighty, as a Nation, the 
Tranfition to our own particular Intereſts 
1s not ſurely unnatural. It was from hence 
aroſe a Reflexion which inſenſibly led me 
to acknowledge the Goodneſs of Providence 


in placing me under your Lordſhip's Pro- 


tection, 
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DEDICATION. 
tection, where I have experienced ſuch 
Inſtances of Benevolence, as could only be 
equalled by that noble Manner, which ac- 
companies all your Acts of Humanity, and 
gives them an additional Dignity and 
Luke. | 


__ SHOULD the Picture, which is here 
drawn, of our preſent Manners, appear too 
highly coloured, I hope it will be conſi- 
dered, that the Nature of the Subject for- 
bids to flatter, at the ſame Time that it 
undoubtedly leaves Room for a juſt Ex- 
ception in ſuch amiable and illuſtrious Cha- 
racters, as not only do Honor to the pre- 
ſent Age, but even to human Nature itſelf. 


IHA your Lordſhip's Life and Hap- 
pineſs may be equally extended with the 
Wiſhes of the indigent and diſtreſſed, is 


the ardent Prayer of 


Your LorDSHie's g obliged, 


and moſt obedient Servant, 
Britiſh Muſeum, 1 ; 
March 18, 1762. RICHARD PENNECK. 


PSALM iv. 5. 


OFFER THE SACRIFICE oF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND PUT YOUR TRUST 
IN THE LORD. | 


HE Interpoſition of Divine Providence in 
the Affairs of this Life is attended with 
ſuch clear and convincing Proofs, that no- 
thing but either the Want or the Abuſe of Reaſon 
can ever induce Men to call it in Queſtion. Each 
Day that paſſes over our Head, while it preſents,only 
with the common Objects of Nature, preſents us at 
the ſame Time with a thouſand Inſtances of the 
Goodneſs of God, which only paſs unregarded, be- 
cauſe they are every Day repeated. Thus the glo- 
rious Splendor of the Sun in vain offers itſelf to our 
Admiration, and we behold with equal Indifference 
the Riſing and Setting of the moſt tranſcendent Ob- 

ject of the Creation. 
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| IN the fame Manner, though ſurrounded with 
innumerable Proofs of the conſtant Protection of the 
Deity, we forget the Power to which we owe our 
Exiſtence, the Hand to which we are indebted for 
our Support. For if our Gratitude were at all pro- 
portioned to the Mercies which we experience, every 
Day would afford ſufficient Room for Thankſgiving, 
every Hour be crowned with Hallelujahs. But we 
expect Miracles ſhould be worked in our Behalf, 
before we are awakened to a Senſe of our Duty; In 
vain does the Earth iſhed forth its faireſt Fruits, the 
Vallies ſmile with Corn, and all Nature open its 
richeſt Store to indulge our Taſte and gratify our 
Appetite, the beneficent Author and Giver of all 
theſe Things is forgot amidſt ſuch a Profuſion of 
Luxury, and nothing will recall him to our Re- 
membrance but Prodigies and Wonders. 


Id D EED were we endued at preſent with ſuch 
intellectual Faculties, with ſuch clear Proſpects, as a 
Future State will diſcloſe to us, our Admiration of 
the Goodneſs of God would not only be carried to a 
much greater Heigth, but would extort from us (how 
unwilling ſoever) every Moment of our Lives the 

warm- 
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warmeſt Acknowledgements, . the moſt enliv ened 
Ae, of Praiſe and Adoration. 


Bu 1 even in this imperſect State ac our Faculties 
are too weak to bear a full and direct View of that 
.amazing Splendor which furrounds the Throne of 
God, we want not, however, ſufficient Conviction. to 
raiſe our Admiration, to prove to us, that his gracious 
Protection is extended to all his Creatures, that he 
conſtantly guides our Steps, that not only the great 
Syſtem of the Univerſe is ſubject to the Direction of 
his omnipotent Hand, but that particular Events, 
the moſt inconſiderable States, the leaſt important 
Societies, and even Individuals themſelves are under 
his immediate Inſpection, are actuated by his ſuperior 
Influence, and either feel the Marks of his divine 
Vengeance, or partake of his fatherly Protection and 
Indul * 


- hold, of t to. rouze our Attention to the Su ne 
as well as Goodneſs of the Almighty. The continued 
Series of Succeſs, which crowned our Undertakings, 
even beyond what might be expected from the beſt 
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nd; Deligns, the moſt conſumtmate "Policy, 
and the moſt undaunted Courage, has long fince 
demanded the warmeſt Return of yy, and Acknow- 


led gment. 


IN DE ED whenever we recall the melancholy Scenes 
which preſented themſelves at the opening of this juſt 
and neceſſary War, the Alarms we were under from 
g the Deſigns of a ſubtle, ambitious and powerful Enemy, 
the Diſadvantages we laboured under, and the Appre- 
henſions we ſuffered for every Thing that was dear 
and eſſential to our Happineſs, the Bleſſings which we 
| have received muſt be enhanced to the higheſt 
| Degree. Struck with the Proſpect, that opens itſelf 

to our View, we cannot remain inſenſible of the 

Goodneſs of God, who averted the impending Stroke 
and faved our Lives from Deſtruction. 
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Suck Interpoſition af 1 in our Behalf, 


however ſtriking and conſpicuous in itſelf, will appear 
the more worthy of our Acknowledgement, in Pro- 
portion as we look into ourſelves and examine, 
whether we are juſtly the cos of God's Favour or 


Indignation. 
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sven and fo- univerſal is Vice and Immorality, 
* it would be the Heigth of Partiality as well as 
Preſumption to imagine, that our Particular Merits 
had been ſufficient to byaſs the Almighty in our 
Favour, and de draw down Vengeance on our Ene- 
mies. Conſcious as we muſt be of our own Inſuffi- 
ciency to render us the Favourites of Heaven, let us 
acknowledge the real Source of our Succeſſes, let us 
with all Humility of Heart confeſs, that not our 
Worth and Goodneſs, but the Compaſſion and Mercy 
of God have determined the Fate of Events and con- 
ducted us to the Gates of Triumph, that not <« unto 
us, O Lord,” but unto thy divine Protection may 
aſcribed whatever Dangers we have avoided, whatever 
Conqueſts we have gained. 


Bu T beſides thoſe particular 3 of divine Fa- 
vor, which are the more immediate Objects of our 
preſent Attention, it may be aſſerted with equal 
Truth and Propriety, I: there is no Nation (of 
which we have any Knowledge) that is in Poſſeſſion 
of ſo many or ſuch valuable Bleſſings as ourſelves, ſo 
great indeed, as could never fail of rendering us the 


e People upon the Face of the Earth, did not 
C Fancy, 
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Fancy, ever ready to create imaginary Evils, too 


frequently ſupply the Place of real ones, too frequently 
ſerve to embitter our Joys, and make us gloomy, 


impatient and diſcontented, under the mildeſt Go- 
vernment, in Poſſeſſion of the choiceſt Treaſures, 


that Art or Nature can Furniſh. 


Bur to entertain a proper ider of chele Bleflings 


let us extend our Views to diſtant Nations: There 
let us take a Survey of arbitrary Power, lodged in the 
Hands of the moſt inhuman and tyrannical, the moſt 


inſolent and barbarous, let us view the fatal Effects 


of Superſtition, the Abuſe of the true Religion, the 
ſlaviſh Dependance of the poor and ignorant, whoſe 
Conſciences as well as their Perſons are every Moment 
ſubject to all the Violences, that deſpotic Rage can 
ſuggeſt or uncontrouled Authority command. Then 


let us turn our Eyes back to this bleſſed Ifle, where 
Religion and Liberty, where Righteouſneſs and Peace 


have kiſſed each other---what a different Scene will 
be preſented to our Sight! 


HAVE N after having granted us all the Conveni- 
encies of Life, the Comforts of domeſtic Happineſs 


and 
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and the Advantages of Situation, in a Degree far ſupe- 
rior to thoſe of other Nations, has in a manner 
exhauſted its Bleſſings by beſtowing on us a Conſti- 
tution the moſt perfect that human Powers can 
_ conceive, or human Policy contrive, where the weak - 
eſt Member is preſerved from Violence, the powerful 
reſtrained from Injuſtice, every Enjeyment of Life is 
ſecured, all Property defended, Liberty of Conſcience 
permitted, and Licentiouſneſs not only branded with 
Infamy, but delivered up to condign Puniſhment. 
Can any Man except the moſt viſionary Politician, 


who forms what never exiſted but in Idea, viz. a 


perfect Government in an imperfect State; can any 
Man, (I fay,) point out to us a Syſtem of Laws more 
compleat or the Happineſs of the People better ſe- 
cured than in this excellent Conſtitution ? 


Bo T beſides theſe general Advantages, which we 
1 over other Countries, the particular Conjuncturę 
in which we ſtand at preſent, calls aloud for our 
Attention, and muſt awaken, if we are not inſen- 
ſible, the moſt grateful Sentiments we can entertain 
of the ſupreme Being. We are at War with ſuch 


mo Enemies, that even that invincible Courage, 
G2 which 
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which animates our Forces to the moſt warlike En- 


terprizes and moſt aſtoniſhing Acts of Heroiſm, might 
ſcarce be ſufficient Proof againſt ſuch unequal Num- 
bers, had not Providence planted us in a Situation, 
that bids Defiance to all the Attacks and Machinations 
of the Enemy, and leaves us in full Poſſeſſion of a 
Spot at once the ſafeſt as well as the moſt convenient 
and moſt delicious that can well be —_— 


Wur need we turn our Eyes to the poor deſolated 
Germany to gain a proper Senſe of our own Happi- 


neſs and the Obligations which we owe to the 


Almighty ?---The moſt dreadful Scenes that frighted 
Imagination can picture there riſe up to our View: 
Horror and Defolation disfigure the Face of Nature : 
Continual Alarms terrify and diſtract the Inhabitants, 
while Fire and Sword ſerve to finiſh their Miſery and 
compleat their Deſtruction. Such are the Triumphs 
which attend an unbounded Thirſt of Power, ſuch is 
the Havock which — makes amongſt unhappy 
Mortals. 


Bur theſe are Miſeries, to which we are almoſt 
entire Strangers. Situated as we are in full Enjoymerit 


of Eaſe and Plenty amidſt ths Hort 


rs of War, we 

hear, but at a Diſtance, as it were, of the Calamities 
which our Neighbours ſuffer; and though unfortu- 
nately but too much involved in the general Diſorder 


of Europe, yet we feel not in ſo great a Degree as 


others the diſmal Effects of War, or the e 
wanne of inteſtine Commotions. | 


1 cheſs Adonis. it will not be improper to 
add the fortunate Circumſtance. of having a wiſe and 
virtuous Prince to reign over us, a Prince whoſe early 
Declarations in Favor of Virtue and Religion have been 
followed by the moſt exemplary Conduct: a Prince 
endued with Wiſdom ſufficient to diſtinguiſh-the beſt 
and ableſt Counſellors, the Senſe to ſubmit himſelf. to 
the moſt prudent Meaſures and Deciſions, Goodneſs 
of Heart ever ready to reward the Meritorious, and 
Reſolution enough to puniſh the Diſobedient and the 
Profligate; a Prince, who wants no other Addition to 
his Happineſs, but to ſee his gracious Endeavours 
take Place for reſtoring the AO of Peace to his 
Ty” | | 
5 UT as © theſe Objects w were too near us, or too 
D fa- 
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the Opinion we may entertain of our Deſerts, We 
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familiar to our V jew to merit Attention, how ſeldom 
do we regard them as Bleſſings from the Hand of 


God? We are indeed ſo accuſtomed to the fame 


Round of Enjoyments and Pleaſures, that we are al. 


moſt inclined to expect them as natural Conſequences 


of our Exiſtence, regardleſs of the Interpoſition of 


that divine Being, whoſe Providence preſides over 
every Event. For as it is an Impeachment of the 


Goodneſs of God to ſuppoſe that as ſoon as he formed 


the Univerſe, he diſmiſſed it immediately out of. his 


Hand and abandoned it to Chance and Accident, ſo 


we mult be either inattentive to Reaſon, or ungrate- 


ful in the higheſt Degree, not to acknowledge that 
conſtant Care and Superintendency that directs us in 


all our Deſigns and crowns our Labours with Succels. - 


Yer, in Reality, fhenld we enquire an Enquiry 


we are never fond of making) ſhould we enquire 
what particular Merits we have that ſhould entitle us 
to ſuch Favors from Heaven, it is too much to be 
feared, that the Reflexions which naturally occur to- 
us, would rather tend to humble than exalt us in 


Can 


B 
ean return nothing to God but ee 2 
the moſt acceptable "Offering we can ever make to him 
is the Sacrifice of Righteouſneſs, and the greateſt Proof 
we can ever give of our Gratitude is a ſtrict obe- 
dience to his Laws, an inviolable Attachment to 
e Virtue and Religion. | 


I F Diſobedience than to the td of pron 
be the higheſt Mark of Ingratitude for the Benefits 
we are conſtantly eee how neceſſary is it 
for us to humiliate ourſelves before the Throne of 
God: how neceſſary, amidſt the Diſſipation of the 

World, that an Hour ſhould be appointed for us to 
conſider our Ways, to lament our Offences, to depre- 
cate the vengeance of Heaven, and in all Humility 
and Lowlineſs of Heart to confeſs, that the Vices, the 
Immoralities, the Iniquities, we are perpetually com- 
mitting (without the divine Mercy) muſt infallibly 
have drawn down upon us the juſt Indignation of | 
the . ? : 


Wr are now ſummoned, by the Voice of ogy) 


Authority, to proſtrate ourſelves before the offended 


Majeſty of Heaven. Such is the Deny 4 the 


a Tm] 
Age we live in, that it requires no fatirical Pen to 
ſwell the Vices of it to an unnatural Deformity : They 
appear but too enormous, "Ow painted ir in their ge- . 


nuine Colours. 


Bor not to acc unjuſtly, where it would A 
a much greater Pleaſure to find Room for A pproba- 
tion, we may appeal to the Senſe and Knowledge of 
of the moſt impartial, whethei the Manners, which 
characterize the preſent Age, do not juſtly ſuggeſt a 
Suſpicion, that men are no longer actuated by ſuch 
Principles, as either regard the Good of Society, or 
ariſe from proper Sentiments of Dependance on the 
Deity. Blafj phemy and horrid Imprecation too fre- 
quently preſide in our Streets, inſtead of that Con- 
verſation, which is becoming the Followers of Chriſt, 
and Numbers are impiouſly calling for the Judgments 
of God on their Heads, which they know not how 
ſoon they may be compelled to feel. Vice and De- 
bauchery have deſcended amongſt the loweſt of the 
People : Idleneſs renders them incapable of providing 
for themſelves and Families, plunges them into Diſtreſs, 
and at laſt leaves it to the Law to terminate their 
Miſery. 


SHALL 
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SHALL we look then for a fairer Picture of Pu- 
rity of Morals in the Lives of the rich and opulent ? 


- - - - Deſcription perhaps would find it difficult to 
determine, whether Levity or Corruption, Inſignifi- 


cance or Iniquity, ſerve in a higher Degree to mark 


their Characters, and diſtinguiſh their Manners ; For 
a conſtant Reſidence amidſt Noiſe and Pleaſure ine- 
vitably obliterates all the Impreſſions of Piety : Thus 


all ſerious and attentive Thought is loſt and ſwallowed 


up in the Number of daily Amuſements and Diſſi- 
pations, while the Hand, ie ſup ports us, is forgot; 
the Eye, that ſurveys our Actions, is no longer re- 
garded. 


Wi E NEVER therefore we take a Survey in Hiſtory 
of the many Examples of divine Juſtice exerciſed 
ſometimes in puniſhing, ſometimes in deſtroying ini- 
quitous Cities or Nations, we cannot avoid being 
awakened to a Senſe of our Duty and Obedience, 
we cannot but wonder how we ourſelves have eſcap- 
ed the Reſentment of the Almighty. 


In vain 4 the Light of the Goſpel ſhine forth 
to point out to us the Way to Immortality : In vain 
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is the Terror of inconceivable Puniſhments ſet before 

our Eyes to deter us from plunging into Wickedneſs : 
The Light of the Goſpel is rejected and treated with 
Inſult, 8 all our Hopes of Salvation maliciouſſy 
deſpiſed or induſtriouſly traduced. Can we wonder 
then, that, when the Hopes land Fears of another 
World have loſt their Influence, Men ſhould abuſe 
the World they live in, by indulging the worſt of 
Paſſions, and never regard the Laws of Man, when 
once they have learnt to diſregard one” of their 


God ? 


UN DER theſe Circumſtances, can we eſteem our- 
ſelves proper Objects of the Favor of God? Can we 
aſſign any Cauſe or ſhew any Reaſon, why the Al- 
mighty has not long ſince delivered us over a Prey 
to our Enemies, ſwallowed us up in Earthquake and 
buried us in univerſal Ruin? If any Reaſon can be 
aſſigned in our Behalf, it muſt be this, that the 
Mercy of God is as unbounded as the Wickedneſs of 


Man. 


May theſe Conſiderations fink deep into our 


Hearts, and influence our future Conduct! We are 
ſtill 


* 
ſtill in the Power of the Omnipotent: He may yet 
extend his Arm of Vengeance: Let us, while yet the 
evil Day is at a Diſtance, let us throw ourſelves in 
all Humility before the Throne of Grace, and in- 


treat the Almighty to avert the impending Stroke, and 
fave our Souls from Deſtruction. | 


Ix the Fulneſs of Health and Plenty, when every 
Thing ſmiles around us, we are too apt to ſhut out 
the Conſideration of that benevolent Being, to whom 
we owe the Enjoyments we are in Poſſeſſion of. In- 
deed the Misfortune is, that we ſeldom meditate on 
religious Subjects, bnt when we are depreſſed, and 
in a melancholy Humour. Hence we unfortunately 
aſſociate the Idea of Gloomineſs and Horror with 
that of Religion : hence every Object is ſaddened, 
and the Light which is let in upon the Soul (like 
that which paſſes through old Gothic Temples) tends 
only to generate Superſtition, and impreſs upon the 
Mind Sentiments directly contrary to thoſe which true 
Religion would inſpire. | 


WouD we imprint a juſt Idea of the Almighty 
in indchble Characters on the Soul, let us think on 
_ God, 


* 


God, when our Minds are ſerene, our Situation eaſy, 
our Faculties perfect, when no Indiſpoſition of Body 
| tends to weaken our Spirits, no intruding Paſſion 
diſturbs or interrupts our Contemplation. Then 
ſhall we think on a Being, on whom depend all our 
Hopes and Expectations, to whom we are indebted 
not only for our Exiſtence, but for our conſtant Pre- 
ſervation, to whom the greateſt Offering that we can 
ever pay is that of a grateful and obedient Heart : 
who is always pleaſed with the ſincere Endeavours 
of his Creatures to ſerve him, however imperfect, 
but will not fail to puniſh, in the moſt exemplary 
Manner, ungrateful, perverſe and obſtinate Offenders. 


Tx Inferences, that naturally reſult from theſe 
Reflexions, conſidered in a political as well as reli- 


gious View, have a Tendency to affect our Morals. 


THe Principles of Virtue and Religion conſtitute 
as much the Baſis of our Happineſs in civil Society, 
as the Exertion of our natural Powers and Abilities 
contributes to the Improvement of Arts, the Extent 
of Commerce and the Grandeur of a Nation. Thus 

| | the 
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the Intereſts of Society, (with which the Intereſt 1 
each Individual is unalterably connected) ſhould ex- 

cite us to cheriſh thoſe Principles, upon which the 
general Felicity is founded, and to add to our foreign 
Acquiſitions the Important one of domeſtic Virtue 

that when Poſterity ſhall look with Aſtoniſhment on 
the Hiſtory of our , preſent Tranſactions, their Ad- 
miration may be raiſed as high by a View of thoſe 
Virtues, which diſplayed themſelves at Home, as by 
that Series of repeated Succels, which attended our 
Arms Abroad. 


Bur if the Proſpect of future Fame be at too great 
a Diſtance to affect our preſent Behaviour, let at 
leaſt the Inſtances of God's Goodneſs, which we have 
experienced, make an Impreſſion on our Hearts and. 
influence our Morals. - 


THrs ſureſt Way to obtain the Favor of Heaven: is 
to eonduct ourſelves upon the unerring Principles of 
Honor, Virtue and Religion. God, who is every 
where preſent, is a Witneſs of each Action of our 
Lives, and penetrates the Motives and Inducements, 
that actuate us in all our Proceedings; can we expect 


F the 


1 1 4 vine Interpoſition chats if we ede not endeavour 
to deſerye it, or can we juſtly ; > for 55 ke 
Veres from the Omnipotent, if we are ungrateful 


fer MOR, which we have ee eceive bye beets 


Ty 4 E Hand of P þ which in all — of 
= Pattiz an fave or deſtroy, ected us. 
i Would we wiſh to have the Almighty 8 — 
2 5 cotin jed, let us examine our Hearts, awaken our 
1 Couſciences from their Lethargy, reform our Lives, 
2 and we may reſt aſſured of the Protection of Heaven. 1 
| Supported by ſuch Aſſurances, and inſpired with the 
* celightful Thought of pleaſing the alias we 
be Tal! ver fail of Succeſs in all our Undertakings, we 
Pp ſhall be animated to the moſt arduous Purſuits, and 
Ko moſt heroic Enterprizes ; till at the laſt and moſt 
. important Triumph, we ſhall conquer Death itſelf, 
# we ſhall be able undauntedly to cry out, Oh Death, 
= where ts thy Sting? OS . where is thy VI C- 
2 R 


| ; VPV 


